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T he standards in this document are meant to be guidelines for creating
and maintaining a hcalthy, multi-cultural environment in our Wyoming
schools. Although built largclg on Native American cultural realities,

these standards are a”~inc]usive; embracing any and all cultural groups.

Tl’lroughout this document the term E]dcr is used. |n traditional Native
knowleage E]&er is someone older who has resPonsibilitg for you or your

children. This is a term of respect, rcgard]css of the color of one’s hair.



Wind River Reservation Standards for Cultura”g Kesponsivc Schools

Cultural Standarcls for STUDE_NTS

A: Cultura"y-lmowledgcablc students are well grounded in the cultural
hcritage and traditions of their community.

Studcnts who meet this cultural standard are able to:

i. assume resPonsibilitg for their role in relation to the wc”—bcing of the cultural

community and their li)chong obligations as a community member;
2. recount their own gcncalogg and 1Camilg historg;

3. acquire and pass on the traditions of their communitg through oral and written

historg;

4. Practice their traditional resPonsibilitics to the surrounding environment;

5. reflect througlﬂ their own actions the critical role that their traditional languagc
Plags in Fostering a sense of who theg are and how theg understand the world around

’chem;

6. live a life in accordance with the cultural values and traditions of the local

community and integrate them into their evcryclag behavior;

7. determine the Placc of their cultural community in the rcgional, state, national and

international Political and economic systems;



5: Cultura”9~‘<nowlcdgeablc students are able to build on the know-
lcdge and skills of the local cultural communit9 as a foundation
from which to achieve liFeJong Pcrsonal and academic success.

5tuclcnts who meet this cultural standard are able to:
i. acquirc insiglwts from other cultures without diminishing the integrity of their own;

2. make effective use of the knowlcdge, skills and ways of knowing from their own

cultural traditions to learn about the larger world in which thcg live;
3. make aPProPriatc choices rcgarding the long—tcrm consequences of their actions;

4. iclcn’ciFy aPProPriatc forms of tcchnologg and anticiPate the consequences of their
use for imProving the qualitg of life in the communitg.

@ Cultura”ngowlcdgeablc students are able to Participatc activclg in

various cultural environments.

Studcnts who meet this cultural standard are able to:
i. Perf:orm subsistence activities in ways that are aPProPriate to local cultural norms;

2. make constructive contributions to the governance of their communitg and the well-

being of their Familg;

3. attain a healthy Ii{:estgle through which thcg are able to maintain their own social,

cmo’cional, h sical, intellectual and spiritual well-being;
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4. enter into and function cﬁcectivclg ina varictg of cultural settings.



D: Culturally-knowledgeablc students are able to engage eﬁ:ectivclg in
lcaming activities that are based on traditional ways of knowing and

learning.

Studcnts who meet this cultural standard are able to:

i. acc]uirc in—depth cultural knowlcdgc tl’xrough active Participation and mcaning1cu|
interaction with E_Iclcrs;

2. Participatc in and make constructive contributions to the lcarning activities

associated with a traditional camp environment;

3. interact with E_Iclcrs ina Ioving and rcsPcctFul way that demonstrates an

aPPrcciation of their role as culture-bearers and educators in the community;

4. gatl’rer oral and written historg information from the local communitg and Proviclc an

aPProPriate intcrprctation of its cultural meaning and signhcicance;

5. iclentiFg and utilize aPProPria’ce sources of cultural knowlcclgc to find solutions to

cvcrgc‘ag PrOblCﬂ'lS;

6. engage in a realistic self-assessment to iclcnthcg strengths and needs and make

aPProPriate decisions to enhance life skills.

E_: Culturallg~‘<now|edgcablc students demonstrate an awareness and
aPPreciation of the relationsl'\ips and processes of interaction of all

clemcnts and seasons in thc world around thcm.

Students who meet this cultural standard are able to:

1. recognize and build upon the intcr~rclatior\sl-:ips that exist among the spiritual,
natural and human realms in the world around them, as reflected in their own cultural

traditions and beliefs as well as those of o’chcrs;



2. understand the ccologg and gcographg of the }Diorcgion thcg inhabit;

3. demonstrate an understanding of the rclationship between world view and the way

l(ﬂOWlCClgC is Formccl ancl USCCi;

4. determine how ideas and conccPts from one knowlcclgc system relate to those

derived from other lcnowlcclge sgstems;
5. rccognizc how and wlﬂg cultures changc over time;

6. anticipatc the changes that occur when different cultural systems come in contact

with one another;

7. determine how cultural values and beliefs influence the interaction of Pcoplc from

different cultural backgrounds;

8. iclen’ci% and aPPrcciatc who t[’:cg are and their Place in the world.



Cultural Standards for E DUCATORS

A‘ cultura”g-rcsponsivc educators incorPoratc local ways of

knowing and tcacl'\ing in their work.
E_clucators who met this cultural standard:

1. recognize the va]iclity and integrity of traditional lcnowlcclge systems;
2. utilize I [ders’ cxPcrtisc in multiplc ways in their tcaching;

3, Provicic oPPortunitics and time for students to learn in settings where local

cultural knowlcdgc and skills are natura”g rclcvant;

4, Proviclc oPPortunitics for students to learn through observation and hands-on

demonstration of cultural knowlcdgc and skills;

5. adhere to the cultural and intellectual Propertg rights that Per’cain to all
aspccts of the |ocal know]cclgc thcg are addrcssing;

6. continua”g involve themselves in leaming about the local culture.

B, Culturaug-responsive educators use the local environment and
communitg resources on a rcgular basis to link what thcg are teaching to

the cvergdag lives of the students.
E_clucators who meet this cultural standard:

i. rcgularlg engage students in aPProPriate Projects and cxPcricntial Icarning

activities in the surrouncling environment;

2. utilize traditional settings such as camps as leaming environments for

transmitting both cultural and academic ‘cnowlccigc and skills;



3. Providc integratccl learning activities organizecl around themes of local

signhcicancc and across subjcct areas;

4. are knowleclgcable in all the areas of local historg and cultural tradition that
may have bcaring on their work as a teacher, incluc]ing the aPProPriatc times

for certain knowlcclgc to be taught;

5. seek to grouncl all tcaching in a constructive process built on a local cultural

foundation.

C. Cultura”3~responsivc educators Participatc in community events

and activities in an aPProPriatc and suPPortivc way.

]:_ducators who met this cultural standard:

1. become active members of the communitg in which they teach and make Positivc

and cultura“g—appropriatc contributions to the well bcing of that community;

2. exercise Profcssional rcsPonsibilities in the context of local cultural traditions

and cxPcctations;

3. maintaina close working relationshil:) with and make aPProPriatc use of the

cultural and Pro{:cssional cxPcrtise o{: their co-workers from thc local communitg.

C. Cu]tura”g~rcsponsive educators work closclg with families to achieve
a }'n'gh level of comPlcmentarg educational cxpec’cations between home

and SCl‘IOOl.

Eclucators who met this cultural standard:

I. promote extensive communitg and gamilg interaction }33 involvement in their

children’s education and living environment;

2. involve [ lders, families and local leaders in all aspects of instructional Planning

and implcmcntation;



3. sec‘c con’cinua”g to Ieam about and builcl upon tl’:e cultural lcnowleclge that

students bring with them from their homes and community;
4. seek to learn the local hcritagc languagc and Promotc its use in their teaching.
E. Cultura“g-rcsponsivc educators recognize the full educational Potcntial of each
stuclcnt and Provicle the cha“cnges necessary for thcm to acl’n’cve that Potcntia].

E_clucators who met this cultural standard:

i. recognize cultural differences as Positive attributes around which to build

aPProPriate educational cxPcrienccs;

2. Provide leaming oPPortunities that heIP students recognize the integritg of the
lcnowleclge thcy bring with them and use that knowlcdge asa springboarcl to
new unclcrstandings;

3. reinforce the student’s sense of cultural idcntitg and Place in the worlcl;

4. acquaint students with the world begond their home communitg in ways that

cxPancl their horizons while strengtl’:ening their own iden’ci’cics;

5. recognize the need for all Pcoplc to understand the imPortancc of Icarning

about othcr cultures ancl aPPrccia’cing wl':a’c eacl‘l has to omCFer.



Cultural Stanc]a rds for Cu RR]CU LUM

A A cultura”y-rcsponsivc curriculum reinforces the integrity of the
cultural knowlcdgc that students bring with them.

A curriculum that meets this cultural standard:

1. recognizes that all knowledgc is imbedded in a largcr system of cultural bclimcs,

values and Practiccs, cach with its own integrity and interconnectedness;

2. insures that students acquirc not onlg the surface knowlcclgc of their culture, but

are also well grounclecl in the clcel:)cr asPects of the associated beliefs and Prac’cices;

3. incorPoratcs contcmporarg adaptations alor\g with the historical and traditional

aspects of the local culture;

4. rcsPccts and validates knowlcclgc that has been derived from a varictg of cultural

traditions;

5. Providcs oPPortunitics for students to stuclg all sub_jccts starting from a base in the

Iocal knowledge sgstem.

B. A cultural|3~rcsPonsivc curriculum recognizes cultural knowlcdgc as
part of a living and constantly adapting system that is groundcd in
the Past, but continues to grow through the Present and into the

future.

A curriculum that meets this cultural standard:
1. recognizes the contemporary va|iclit3 of much of the traditional cultural know]cdgc,

values and bclicwcs, and grounds students’ Icarnir\g in the Principlcs and Practiccs

associated with that knowledge;
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2. Providcs students with an undcrstanding of the clgnamics of cultural systems as

thcg changc over time, and as thcg are imPactcd }33 external Forccs;

3. incorporatcs the in~clepth s’cucly of unique elements of contemPorary life on the
Wind River Reservation, such as subsistence, sovereignty, self-determination, and

treaties;

4. includes visits to cultural and historical sites and museums.

C. A cultura”g~rcsponsivc curriculum uses the local languagc and cultural

knowlcdge as a foundation for the rest of the curriculum.

A curriculum that meets this cultural standard:

i. utilizes the local languagcs as a base from which to learn the decpcr meanings of
the local cultural knowlcclgc, valucs, beliefs and Practiccs tl'lroughout all academic
disciPlines;

2. recognizes the clcpth of knowlcdgc that is associated with the Iong inhabitation of
a Particular Place and utilizes the stuclg of “Place” as a basis for the comParative

analgsis of contemporary social, Politica] and economic systems;

3. incorPorates language and cultural immersion exPcricnces wherever in~depth

cultural unclcrstanc!ing is necessary;

4. views all communitg members as Potcntial teachers and all events in the communitg

as Potcn{:ial Icarning oPPor{:unitics;

5. treats local cultural knowlcdgc as a means to acquirc the curriculum content as

outlined in state standards, as well as an end in itself;

6. makes aPProPriatc use of modern tools and tcchnologg to hclp documcnt ancl

transmit traditional cultural knowlcclge;
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7. is sensitive to traditional cultural Protocol, incluc!ir\g role of sPiritualitg, as it relates

to aPProPriatc uses of local knowledge.

D. A cultura”g~responsivc curriculum fosters a comPlcmcntarg

relationship across diverse knowlccige sgstcms,

A curriculum that meets this cultural standard:

i. draws Para”cls between Lnowlcdgc derived from oral tradition and that derived

from books;

2. engages students in the construction of new knowlcdgc and understands that

contribute to an ever~exPanding view of the world;

. A cultural|3~rcsPonsivc curriculum situates local knowledge and

actions in a global context.
g

A\ curriculum that meets this cultural standard:

1. encourages students to consider the inter~rclationsl'1ip between their local

circumstances and the global communitg;

2. conveys to students that every culture and community contributes to, and receives

From t!"lC g]obal knowlcclgc basc;

5. prepares students to “think globa”g, act loca”g.”
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Cultural Standards for SCHOQOLS

A A cultura”9~rcsponsive school fosters the on-going Participation of

E_!dcrs in all aspects of the schooling process.
A scl‘nool that meets this cultural standard:

1. |nvites Eldcrs to interact forma”g and imcormallg with students at all times;

2. Proviclcs oPPortunities for students to engage rcgularlg in the c]ocumcnting of
[ lders’ cultural knowlcdgc and Producc aPProPriatc Prir\t and multimedia
materials that share this knowlcdge with others;

3. includes cxplicit statements rcgarding the cultural values that are fostered in
the communitg and integrates those values in all asPccts of the school program

and oPcration;

4. utilizes educational models that are grounded in the traditional world view and
ways of ‘cnowing associated with the cultural knowledgc system reflected in the

communitg.

B. A cul’cura”g-responsive school Provides multiple avenues for
students to access the 1caming that is oﬁccred, as well as multiple forms of

assessment {:or studcnts to demonstrate what thcg have lcarncd.

A\ school that meets this cultural standard:

i. utilizes a broaci range of cultura”g—appropriatc PerFormancc stanclarc!s to

assess student knowlcdgc and skills;

2. encourages and suPPorts cxPcrientia”g oriented aPProaches to education

that makes extensive use of communitg-bascd resources and cxPcrtisc;

3. Providcs cultural and languagc immersion programs in which students acquire

in-dcpth undcrstancling of the culture of which thcg are members;

13



4. hclps students c‘lcvclop the capacitg to assess their own strcngt}'ls and

weaknesses and make aPProPriatc decisions based on such a self~assessment.

C. A cultura”g~rcsponsive school Providcs oPPortunitics for students to

learn in ancl/or about their hcritagc Ianguagc.
A school that meets this cultural standard:

i. Proviclcs languagc immersion oPPortunitics for students who wish to learn in

their heritage language.

2. offers courses that acquaint all students with the l‘leritagc language of the local

community;

3. makes available rcacling matcrials, resources and courses througl-l which

students can acquire literacg in the heritage language;

4. Providcs oPPortunitics for teachers to gain Familiaritg with the hcritagc

Ianguagc of the students they teach through summer immersion exPeriences.

D. A cultura”g—-responsivc school has a high level of involvement of
Prowccssional staff who are of thc same cultural backgrouncl as thc

students with whom thcg are worlcing,
A scl‘nool that meets this cultural standard:

i. encourages and suPPorts thc Pro{:cssional clcvclopmcnt of Iocal Pcrsormcl to

secure tcaching and administrative roles in the school;

2. recruits and hires teachers whose Eackgrouncl is similar to that of the students

thcg will be tcaching;
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3. Providcs a cultural orientation camp and mentoring program for new teachers
to learn about and ac!just to the cultural cxPcctations and Practiccs of the

community and school;

4. fosters and suPPorts oPPortunitics for teachers to Participatc in Pro{:cssional
activities and associations that hclP them cxPancl their rcPcr'l:oirc of cultural

knowlcclgc and pcdagogical skills.

. A cultura”y-rcsponsive school consists of facilities that are

compatible with the communitg environment in which thcg are situated.

A school that meets this cultural standard:

i. Providcs a Phgsical environment that is inviting and reacililg accessible for local

Pcoplc to enter and utilize;

2. makes use of facilities throughout the communitg to demonstrate that

educationis a communitg~wicle process involving everyone as tcachcrs;

3. utilizes local cxPer‘tise, including students, to Provicle cultura“y~aPProPriate

clisplags of arts, crafts and other forms of decoration and space clcsign.

F. A cultura”g~rcsponsive school fosters extensive on-going
Participation, communication and interaction between school and

communitg Pcrsonncl‘

A school that meets this cultural standard:
i. holds regularf:ormal and informal events bringing togethcr students, Parcnts,
teachers and other school and communitg Pcrsonnel to review, evaluate and

Plan the educational program that is bcing offered;

2. Provicles rcgular oPPor'l:unities forlocal Icaclershil:) deliberations and decision-

making on Policg, program and Pcrsonncl issues related to the school;
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3. sponsors on-going activities and events in the school and community that
celebrate and Providc oPPortunities for students to Put into Practice and

displag their knowlcclgc of local cultural traclitions;

4. designatcs and trains a school/community cultural liaison as a staff resource

PCI"SOI‘L
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Cultural 5tandards for COMMUNIT]ES

A A cultura”y—-supportivc community incorPoratcs the Practicc of local

cultural traditions in its cvcrgday affairs.

A community that meets this cultural standard:
i. Providcs rcsPcctccl Eldcrs with a Placc of honorin community functions;
2. models culturallg—appropriate behavior in the dag—to—dag life of the community;

3. utilizes traditional chichrearing and Parcn’cing Practiccs that reinforce a sense

of iclcntitg and bclonging;

4. organizes and encourages Participation of members from all ages in rcgular

communitg—wiclc, }Camilg—oricntcc] events;

5. incorPoratcs and reinforces traditional cultural values and beliefs in all formal

and informal community functions.

B, A cultura”g-supportivc communitg nurtures the use of the local

hcritage languagc.
A community that meets this cultural standard:

i. recognizes the role that language Plags n conveging the dcePer asPects of

cultural know]edge and tracli’cions;

2. sponsors local heritage language immersion oPPortunities for young children

when tl’reg are at the critical age for Ianguagc lcarning;
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3.

encourages the use of the local I'xcritagc languagc whenever Possiblc in the
cvcrydag affairs of the community, including meetings, cultural events, Print

materials and broadcast mcclia;

assists in the Prcparation of curriculum resource material in the local hcritagc

languagc for use in the schools;

. Provides simultaneous translation services for Public mectings where persons

unfamiliar with the local heritage Ianguage are Par‘l:icipan’cs.

C. A Cultura"g—-supportivc community takes an active role in the

education of all its members.

A community that meets this cultural standard:

encourages broad-based Participation of families in all aspccts of their

children’s education, both in and out of school

insures active Participation }33 community members in review all local, rcgional

and state initiatives that have bearing on the education of their children;

. encourages and suPPorts members of the local communitg who wish to pursue

further education to secure teaching and administrative roles in the school;

engages in subsistence activities, sponsors cultural camps and hosts
community events that Provicle an oPPortunitg for children to Par‘ticipatc

activclg in and learn aPProPriatc cultural values and behavior;

Providcs oPPor'l:unities for all communitg members to acquirc and Practice the

aPProPriate ‘cnowlcdgc and skills associated with local cultural traditions.
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D. A cuituraiig-supportivc community nurtures Famiiy rcsponsibiiitg,

sense of bcionging and cultural idcntitg.
A community that meets this cultural standard:

i. fosters cross~generationa| si‘raring of Parenting and ci’riic:charing Practiccs;

2. creates a suPPortivc environment for 3outi1 to ParticiPate in local affairs and

acquire the skills to be contributing members of the community;
3. acioPts the aciage, “|t takes the whole vi”age to raise a child.”

. A cuituraii3~supportive community assists teachers in icaming and

utiiizing local cultural traditions and Practiccs.

A community that meets this cultural standard:

i. sponsors a cultural orientation camp and communitg mcntoring program for
teachers to learn about and acﬁust to the cultural cxPcctations and Practiccs

of the communitg;

2. encourages teachers to make use of facilities and cxPcrtisc in the communitg to
demonstrate that education is a communit3~wicie process invoiving everyone as

tcaci‘ncrs;
3. sponsors reguiar communitg/schooi gatherings to celebrate the work of
students and teachers and to Promotc on~going interaction and communication

between teachers and families;

4. articulates the cultural icnow]ccigc, values and beliefs that it wishes teachers to

incorporatc into the school curriculum;

5. establishes a program to insure the avaiiability of Eldcrs’ exPertisc in all

asPects of the educational program in the sci'looi;
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6. suPPorts language ancl cul’cural immersion 1Cor school s’caﬁ:.

. A culturaug~5uPPortive community contributes to all aspects of

curriculum design and implementation in the local school.
j4 P

A community that meets this cultural standard:

i. takes an active Part in the development of the mission, goals and content of the

local educational program;
2. promotes the active involvement of students with [ lders in the documentation

and Preserva’cion of traditional knowledge ’chrough a varietg of Print and

multimedia formats;

3. facilitates teacher involvement in community activities and encourages the use

of the local environment as a curricular resource;

4, Promotes f:amilg involvement in all aspects of their children’s educational

exPerience.
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